Use of intravenous amrinone in the short-term management of refractory heart failure in pregnancy.
The use of amrinone, a cardiac inotropic agent with vasodilatory properties, has not been described in human pregnancy. We report the use of amrinone in a woman at 18 weeks' gestation who had congestive heart failure secondary to bacterial endocarditis. Although her cardiac output and congestive heart failure improved, she developed hypoxemia, metabolic acidosis, and premature ventricular contractions. These effects resolved when the amrinone treatment was stopped.